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LONDON, PRINTED MDCCLXVIIL 


A 


SHORT ACCOURT 


OF SOME OF THI 


Proceedings of the DeyuTitEs and CommrTTEs, 
appointed to take Care of the Civil Affairs of 


the DissENTERS. 


In the Year 1737, 


HEY procured Relief for the diſſenting Inhabitants 
of St. Olaves Southwark, St. Leonard Shoreditch, and St. 
Mary Rotherhith, from ſome Oppreſſions intended and 
attempted to be bought upon them, by certain Clauſes 
in Bills then depending in Parliament, for the rebuilding 
or repairing their reſpective Pariſh Churches. 


On this Occaſion they found the Neceſſity of retaining and em- 
ploying a Solicitor : And they accordingly appointed the moſt pro-. 
per Perſon they could find to this Service. 


Tae ſame Year they aſſiſted two diſſenting School-Maſters in de- 
fending themſelves againſt Proſecutions wherewith they had been 
threatened : 


AnD 
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Aud ſettled a Correſpondence with the moſt proper Perſons they 
could find, in every County in. England. 


1738, 


Tur v procured a Motion to be made in the Houſe of Commons 
for the Repeal or Explanation of the Corporation and Teſt Acts: 
They drew up,. printed and diſtributed among the Members, Rea- 
ſons for ſuch a Repeal: And ata conſiderable Expence diſperſed 
divers Pamphlets in Vindication of that Repeal. 


1739. 


Trty reſolved to defend any Meeting- Houfe in the City which. 
ſhould be aſſeſſed and charged to the Watch; and thereby prevented 
the repeating ſuch illegal and unreaſonable Demands. 


Trzy. aſſiſted another School-Maſter, under Proſecution, in the 
Spiritual Court, for keeping a School. 


Tur Juſtices of the Peace in Montgomeryſhire refuſing to licenſe 
and record ſome Houſes deſigned for diſſenting Meeting- Places, the 
CoMmiTTEE hereupon procured the Attorney General's Opinion 
on the Caſe; who declared the Refuſal illegal, and directed to 
proper Means of Redreſs: On the Sight of which the Juſtices. 
thoughr fit to comply. 


1740, 


Tux CoMmITTEE were applied to for their Aſſiſtance in an im- 
portant Affair, depending before the King in Council, relating 
to the civil Rights of our Preſbyterian and Congregational Brethren 
in New England, relative to their Glebe Lands; they accordingly 
gave all neceſſary and friendly Attendance on that Buſineſs *. 8 

HIS- 
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®. Vide 1752. 
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Tuts Year, at the Requeſt of the Parties concerned, they un- 
dertook the Defence of a Baptiſt- Miniſter, who had been illegally 
and maliciouſly appointed Church- Warden of the Pariſh where he 
reſided. On the Pariſhioners being made acquainted with this Re- 
ſolution, they thought fit to deſiſt from their Appointment of him, 
and choſe another to that Office in his room, 


AxoTtrer diffenting School-Maſter applied to them this Year, 
to whom they gave proper Advice and Afliſtance. 


1741, 


Trey proſecuted ſeveral Rioters, who had inſulted the Congre- 
gation of Baptiſts at Stratton in Millſbire; and had particularly, in 
a moſt barbarous Manner, abuſed both the Perſon and Family of 
one of them who lived at Swindon: And by this Proſecution they 
reſtored the Peace of that Place and Neighbourhood, 


1742, I 


Tazy eſtabliſhed a Regiſter of the Births of the Children of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters of the three Denominations ; and of the Baptiſm 
of ſuch of their Children as ſhould be baptized in their Infancy “. 


ABouT 
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* This Regiſter, which by Experience hath been found to be of great 
Utility, is open for the common Uſe of Perſons of all Ages and Perſuaſions ; 
both in Town and Country; Blank Certificates with proper Directions for 
filling them up, are delivered by the Librarian at Dr. //illiams's Library in 
Red-Croſs Street, near Cripplegate, where the Regiſter is kept. The Copy of 
the ſaid Certificates is as follows. 


HES E are to Certify, That A. B. Son [or Daughter] of C. D. and 
E. his Wiſe, was born at F. in the County of G. the firſt Day of 
Auguſt, in the Year 1742, at whoſe Birth we were preſent, 


H. I. 
K. L. 


Es 
Anourt this Time another School-Maſter was threatened with a 


vexatious Proſecution, whom the CommITTEE adviſed and aſſiſted 
in the beſt Manner they were able. 


Ox Application made to them, they adviſed ſome Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters in the Country not to comply with the Demands of a Cler- 
gyman, who claimed his cuſtomary Fees for churching their Wives, 
though the Women had never been at Church ; for marrying their 
Men, though they were married in another Pariſh, and by another 
Miniſter ; and for burying their Dead, though buried in their own 
durying Ground, and no Service had been read over them: And 
on the Promiſe of the Comm1TTEz to defend them, if they were 
proſecuted for not complying, theſe illegal unteaſonable Claims 
have not been repeated 


Tuts Year Mr. Robert Grofvenor, a Proteſtant Diſſenter, who 
never had, and always ſcrupled to take the Sacrament according to 
the Uſage of the Church of England, as a Qualification for an 
Office, was choſen Sheriff of London and Middleſex. The Com- 
MITTEE encouraged Mr. Groſvenor to refuſe this Office; apprehend- 
ing he was not capable of ſerving, or being elected into, ſuch an 
Office, by reaſon of the Corporation Act: And judging this a 
Point of great Importance to the Diſſenters throughout England, 
eſpecially to ſuch of them as are free of the City of London, thought 
it became them to undertake his Defence: And accordingly, when 
the City moved the Court of King's Bench for an Information 
againſt him, they engaged ſeveral eminent Council to appear in his 
Behalf : The Court unanimouſly refuſed the Information. Upon 
which the City brought an Action of Debt againſt him, which, 
after having taken ſeveral Steps in, they have thought fit to 
drop. 


Tur 


with relation to ſome Diſorders and Ani 


1 ö 


1743, 


Tue Juſtices of R2dnor, and their Clerk, refuſed to licenſe and 
regiſter a Place deſigned for the Religious Worſhip of Diſſenters. 
The ComMMITTEE moved the Court ” King's Bench for a Manda- 
mus : On which the Juſtices complied. 


Tue ſame Year the CommiTTEE interpoſed in Behalf of their 
Brethren in Angleſea, diſturbed and abuſed by a riotous Mob; and 
obtained an Information againſt ſeveral of the Rioters, which has 
reſtored the Peace of that Place. 


Anp about the ſame Time they obtained a Clauſe to be inſerted 
in the Act for the better lighting the City of London, by which the 
diſſenting Meeting-Houſes are kept from being aſſeſſed at the Diſ- 
cretion of the Alderman and Common Council of their reſpective 
Wards; and are henceforth ſet on the ſame Foot with all other 
Buildings of a like Nature, 


1744, 


Tux CommITTEE were deſired, and — fit, to interpoſe 

ities that had lately 
riſen in the Province of Connecticut: They ſent ſuch Letters of 
Advice as ſeemed to them moſt likely to put an End to thoſe 
Diſorders, and reſtore the Peace of the Colony; which had the 


deſired Effect. 


Apovur this Time the melancholly Situation of the Diſſenters at 
Molverbampton in Staffordſhire, was repreſented to the Coudutrrx. 
They had put their late Miniſter in Poſſeſſion of the Meeting-Houſe, 
a Dwelling-Houſe, and divers Writings belonging to the Society. 
Theſe he refuſed to deliver up after they had diſmiſſed him ; un- 
leſs they were recovered, the Nifſenting Intereſt there, lately in 

flou- 


LJ 


fouriſhing Circumſtances, could not be kept up; the CommiTTEee 
therefore ordered a Bill to be filed in Chancery, againſt their ſaid 
lare Miniſter ; to which he put in his Anſwer, * 


Tr1s Year a Country Clergyman refuſed to bury one or more of 
his diſſenting Pariſhioners deceaſed ; and proſecuted another of his 
Pariſhioners, in the Spiritual Court, for aſſiſting in throwing in the 
Earth in the Church Yard, upon one of thoſe Bodies which he had 
refuſed to bury. The CommirTTEE interpoſed, and found Means 
to make the Rector withdraw his Suit; and they have Reaſon to 
hope, from the Iſſue of that Affair, there will be no more Grounds 
for Complaints of that Nature, either in that Town or Neigh- 
bourhood, 


1745» - 


Taz CommiTTEE received Complaints of ſeveral illegal Pro- 
ceedings, nearly affecting the Civil Rights of divers of their Bre- 
thren in Caernarvonſhire Some of the Diſſenters had been impreſ- 
ſed, though ſo circumſtanced as to be manifeſtly excepted by the 
Act of Parliament; The Juſtices had refuſed to licenſe ſome Places 
deſigned for their Religious Worſhip ; and one of their Miniſters 
had been groſly abuſed as he was going to preach. The Con- 
 MITTEE procured from the Secretary at War, the Diſcharge of the 
Man who had been illegally impreſſed ; their Meeting Houſes have 
been ſince licenſed ; and they have heard of no freſh Inſults or Op- 
preſſions in that Country ſince. 


Tur unnatural Rebellion breaking out in the North; the Con- 
MITTEE reſolved upon a circular Letter to be ſent to their diſſent- 


ng 


YI — — 


* Vide 1750. 
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1 
ing Brethren in the Country“; to excite their utmoſt Zeal and 


Readineſs in Support of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government : 
And received Anſwers thereto full of Loyalty and Zeal. 


1746, 


Ax Addreſs from the Paftors of the ſeveral Churches in New- 
England, was ſent over to Dr. Avery, as Chairman of the Deputies ; 
and was by him, and Ehakim Palmer, Eſq; another of the Deputies, 
preſented to his Majeſty, and very graciouſly received. 


Tus ComMMITTEE about this Time ſet on Foot a Subſcription for 
defraying the Charges of the DepuTaT10N. 
An 


* 


* The Copy of the Letter is as follows: 
$IR, 


1 4 HE Comm1TTEs of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in and about 
London, having taken into their Conſideration the preſent dan- 
rous Situation of Affairs in theſe Kingdoms, by reaſon of the unnatural 
Rebellion raiſed againſt his Majeſty King George, in Favour of a popiſh Pre- 
tender, ſupported by the Power of France, the natural and avowed Enemy 
of the Religion, Liberty and Trade of this Country, have unanimouſly come 
to the following Reſolution, viz, That it be recommended to the Body of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to expreſs their utmoſt Zeal and Readineſs to join with 
any Number of his Majeſty's Subjects in Order to ſupport his Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government in the preſent Time of Danger in any legal way that ſhall 
be thought moſt effectual. 
I am therefore directed by the COMMITTEE to communicate to you the 
above Reſolution, and they earneſtly deſire that you would uſe the utmoſt of 
our Influence with all your Friends to induce them to act in the moſt zealous 
— agreeable thereto. 


Signed by Order of the CommITTEz, 


Benjamin Avery, Chairman. 


1 3 


Ax Incroachment having been made on the Meeting-Houſe, 
and the Ground belonging to it, at Brentwood, in the County of 
Eſſex, the CouuirrEx, on Application being made to them, re- 
ſolved to aſſiſt the Diſſenters there in maintaining their Right; and, 
as ſoon as this was known, the Incroachment was removed; and 
they have continued, and are likely to continue, in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of their Meeting - Houſe and its Appurtenances; and have 
ſent the Drpurizs and the CouuirrE their Thanks for their 
good Offices. 


A PRosEcUriox in the Spiritual Court was commenced againſt 
one Greenwood, for living in Fornication with his own Wife; be- 
cauſe he had not been married according to the Rites of the Church 
of England, but in the Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters, of 
which he was a Member; and this he pleaded was a Matter of 
Conſcience with him. This Proſecution, if carried on, muſt have 
ended in the utter Ruin of the Man. The CommiTTEz could not 
think the Man had acted prudently or legally in this Matter; but 
yet, in Compaſſion to him, they thought fit ſo far to interpoſe, as 
to endeavour to engage the Proſecutor to drop his Suit; and were 
ſo happy as to prevail with him to put an End to all Proceedings 
againſt the poor Man in the Spiritual Court. 


CoMPLaIinT was made that the Chancellor of Bangor had uſed 
ſeveral Diſſenters in Augleſea, and other Parts of that Dioceſe, in a 
cruel Manner, by citing them, and proceeding againſt them, in 
his Court, upon various frivolous Pretences. The Couuirrrk, 
upon hearing the Caſe, procured for them the beſt Advice they 
could; and ſo effectually aſſiſted them, as to put an End to theſe 
oppreſſive Proceedings. 


1747» 


Two School-Maſters in Suffolk had been cited into the Spiritual 
Court, for keeping a School without a Licence, and applied to the 


Con- 


1 


CommiTTee for Advice how to act; who thereupon ſent them 
ſuch Inſtructions and Advices, as, having been followed, prevented 
the Continuance, or Renewal, of any ſuch vexatious Proſecutions, 


A Clergyman in Lincolnſhire refuſed to bury a Pariſhioner, who 
died there, without a Certificate that the Deceaſed had been bap- 
tized according to the Rites of the Church of England. The Cou- 
MITTEE, on being applied to, found Means to make the Rector 
alhamed of his Conduct; and have Reaſon to hope, that they have 
prevented any ſuch illegal and uncharitable Behaviour, in that Pa- 
riſh and Nighbourhood, for the Time to come. 


Tn: Diſſenters at Maz/yroney in , ales, had a Legacy of Twenty 
Pounds left them, the intereſt of which was to be annually paid to 
the Diſſzming Miniſter there for the Time being; but the Truſtee 
of the ſaid Legacy refuſed to pay it. The DepuTaTiON was ap- 
plied to for Advice and Aſſiſtance: They declined entering into a 
Chancery Suit for fo ſmall a Sum, but immediately ordered a Let- 
ter to be wrote to the ſaid Truſtee ; which, they have had the 
Satisfaction of hearing, produced the deſired Effect. 


1748, 


Tut Diflenters at Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, found themſelves 
aggrieved by a Rate for the Support of an Organ, erected ſome 
Years ago by voluntary Contribution. When the Caſe was ſent to 
the CommITTEE, they procured the beit Opinions they could upon 
it, both in Doctor's Commons and Weſtminſter Hall: For which they 
received the Thanks of their Friends there; and have been fince 
aſſured, that the Affair is fully ſettled to the Satisfaction of the Diſ- 
ſentcis in that Town. 


SzveRAi Diſſenters of I//atesfield in Suffolk, whoſe Children had 
been refuted Burial there, on Account of their not having been 
baptized according to the Rites of the Church of England, ſent up 
Complaints on that Head to the CommiTTEE. Upon Application 

to 
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to the Biſhop of Norwich, he wrote to the particular Clergyman 
concerned, and hoped there would be no Occaſion for ſuch Com- 
plaints in future. 


A Clergyman in the Je of Wight, refuſing to bury a Child 
without a Certificate of its Baptiſm, Dr. Avery“ the Chairman, ap- 
plied to the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who wrote to the ſaid Clergy man; 
and the Doctor himſelf wrote to the Father of the Child: fince 
which, the CommiTTEE have not received any further Complaints 
from thoſe Farts. | | 


1749, 


A Diss N TIN O School -Maſter at Ilenley upon Thames, was threat. 
ened with a Proſecution in the Spiritual Court, for keeping School 
without a Licence; and thereupon defired the Advice and Aſſiſtance 
of the CommitTzz ; who immediately inſtructed him how he ſhould 
proceed; and as there has been no freſh Complaint, it is hoped 
the Advice then given him was attended with Succeſs. 


A CONSIDERABLE Legacy was, ſome Years ago, left for the Sup- 
port of a Proteſtant Diſſenting Congregation in Carolina. But the 
Perſons who were, by the Will, intruſted with the Money, refuſed to 
pay it, or account for either Principal or Intereſt to the Miniſter or 
the Congregation. Mr. Henry Heytooed, the Miniſter of that Congre- 
gation, ſent over Letters to the DeevTaTIon, defiring their Afſiſt- 
ance ;z and particularly requeſting, that they would furniſh him with 
ſome Evidence, or Precedents of Legacies given to Diſſenting 

Mini- 


*** 
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* For ſeveral Years, and to the Time of his Death, viz. Juh 23, 1764, 
the Doctor was Chairman of the Deputation, and alſo of the Managers of 
the Widows Fund. He was one of the Gentlemen who were principally 
concerned in forming both of theſe important and beneficial Societies; in 
which the Proteſtant Diſſenters of the three Denominations, have boen 
-happily united ever ſince their firſt Eftabliſhment. 
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Miniſters or Congregations, that had been adjudged and ordered by 
the Court of Chancery, to be paid to ſuch Diſſenters: And in An- 
ſwer to his Requeſt the ComurrTzz, by Order of the DepvTies, did 
procure a Copy of a Decree of the Court of Chancery in a Cauſe of 
that Nature, and ſent it over to him. 


t was reported, and generally believed, that there was a Deſign on 
Foot to erect two new Biſhopricks in the Weſt Indies and North 
America. This the DeeuT1zs thought, and have ſince been well 
aſſured, would be very difagreeable to many of our Friends in thoſe 
Parts; and highly prejudicial to the civil Intereſts of the Colonies. 
They therefore appointed two of their Budy to wait on ſome of his 
Majeſty's principal Servants, and to acquaint them with their Senti- 
ments on this Subject: Which was accordingly done; and the Perſons 
deputed were well received: And whatever the I vent may be, the 
Part the DRPUTATtox has acted, has been fo kindly taken Abroad, 
that the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Province of the Mafſachuſets 
Bay, have returned them their Thanks, in a Meſſage ſigned by 
their Speaker. 


William David left, in his laſt Will, one Hundred Pounds, to- 
wards the Support of a Diſſenting Meeting in Glamorganſbire: The 
Heir at Law conteſted the Validity of the Legacy. The Commirt- 
TEE, on being acquainted with the Caſe, took the Attorney General's 
Opinion upon it; and ſent it down with their Advice to the Parties 
concerned, who have returned their Thanks, and promiſed to make 
the beſt Uſe they can of the friendly Aſſiſtance given them; and have 
Hopes that it will be attended with Succeſs. 


Tux Clergy in Carmarthenſhire made a Demand on the Diſſenters 
there for baptizing their Children, though they were not baptized 
by them but by Diſſenting Miniſters; and ſome of the Diſſenters 
have been cited into the Spiritual Court for refuſing to pay what has 
been thus demanded. The Couuirr EE, being acquainted with their 
Caſe, adviſed and aſſiſted them in ſo effectual a Manner, that the 

Pro- 


„ 


Profecutions on that Account are dropped; and the Clergyman who 
cited them, was obliged to pay Coſts. 


CowuyLainT has been made by Mr. Handcock, Diſſenting Miniſter 
at Tenterden in Kent, of an outrageous Inſult that had been offered 
him, at a Funeral, by Mr. Holland, Curate there: and the Countr- 
TEE have adviſed Mr. Handcock how to act on this Occaſion ; and are 


endeavouring to procure him Redreſs, 


17350, 


Tur Couuirrer this Year uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to pre- 
vent the introducing a VicaR-GENERA1., or Bisnoy, into America; 
and hitherto no Attempt of that kind has ſucceeded. 


Uros Complaints from Crootham, about the Church Miniſter 
demanding Fees for Churching of Women, though nothing had 
been asked of him, or done by him, and other Impoſitions ; the 
ComMmiTTEE took the Advice of Council; and wrote to the Diſ— 
ſenters there how to behave, in order to put an End to ſuch Im- 
poſitions ; which it is believed, had the deſired Effect. 


Urox another Complaint of Mr. Halter Thomas, a Diſſenting 
Miniſter at Wincaunton in Somerſelſpire, that he had been preſented 
by the Grand Jury for preaching in the Houſe of Mr. Samuel 
Richards, at Bruton, as not licenſed ; and Mr. Richards for being 
preſent at the preaching : the CommITTEE gave their Advice in 
that Caſe; and, among other Things, directed that Search ſhould 
be made if the ſaid Houſe had not been regiſtred many Years 
ago; and upon fuch Search it was found that the Houſe had been 
regiſtred at the Quarter Seſſions 3 VJ. & M. which put an End to 
any further Proceedings upon the ſaid Preſentments. 


The late Miniſter of Volverbampten, delivered up to the Diſ- 
ſenters there, the Mecting - Houſe and Dwelling - Houſe, which, 


for a long Time paſt, he had forcibly detained from them; and 
for 


. 
1 
N 
N 
: 
. 
| 
: 
: 
N 


: 

. 
| 
| 
: 
: 
- 
| 
| 
; 


- 0» +0 — 0x evogc—— 


= 


for the Recovery of which the CommrTTEz had been obliged to 
begin a Suit in Chancery againſt him in the Year 1744. 


ComPLainT having been made from Hinkley about ſome Injuries 
done to the Meeting Houſe in the Night-time, by Perſons un- 
known; the Comm1TTEE applied to the Speaker, in Order to ob- 
tain an Act or Clauſe for Redreſs of the Grievances complained of; 
and alſo, by the Speaker's Direction, waited on the Attorney 
General for his Advice therein; with which the Diſſenters at Hinkley 
were acquainted; and they have heard of no Diſturbances there 
ſince. 


Sou Diſſenters at Cirenceſter being ſued in the Spiritual Court for 
refuſing to pay Fees demanded of them by the Clerk of the Pariſh, 
the ComMITTEE adviſed them to perſiſt in ſuch Refuſal ; ſuch De- 
mands being illegal. 
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1751, 


Mr. S-. Jobn having refuſed for eight Years paſt to pay a yearly 
Salayy to the School-Maſter of Odibam, (who was the Diſſenting 
Miniſter there) payable out of his Eſtate that he had purchaſed of 
Mr. Zouch : The CommiTTE® took the Opinion of the Attorney 
General on the Caſe, and have, and are ſtill uſing their Endeavours 
to obtain Payment of the ſaid Salary. 


Uros Complaint of a Riot that happened at J/a//all in Stafford- 
ſhire, in which the Meeting-IIouſe was pulled down; the Com- 
MITTEE informed the Miniſtry thereof; who undertook to proſe- 
cute the ſaid Rioters; which was accordingly done : and the Com- 
MITTEE received the Thanks of the Diſſenters at /Ya//all for their 
good Offices in that Affair. 


Urox 


( 1 


1752, 


Upon Complaint from Virginia, of the Behaviour of the Go— 
vernor and Council there, in taking away a Licence that had been 

ranted by the County Court, of a Houſe for Religious Worſhip 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters; the CommiTTEz took the Attorney Ge- 
neral's Opinion on the Caſe ; and ſent the ſame to the Perſons who 
were immediately concerned at Virginia, to direct their Conduct in 
the ſaid Affair; and happily ſucceeded therein. 


The important Affair Anno 1740, relative to the Glebe Lands in 
New England; was decreed by the King in Council, in Favour of 
our Brethren there. 


Urox Complaint from Hitchin of an Order of the Truſtees of a 
Free- School there, excluding Proteſtant Diſſenters Children from 
the ſaid School ; the Attorney General's Opinion was taken about 
the Validity of ſuch Order: and upon that Opinion the Commir- 
TEE have uſed their Endeavours to have the ſaid Order revoked. 
And the ſame has been ſuſpended ; and the Diſſenters there have 
been aſſured it ſhall not be executed. 


Tur CommiTTEE obtained a Clauſe in the Indemnifying Act to 
be left out, which might have proved detrimental to the Diſſenting 
Intereſt. 


1753» 


Tue CommITTEE undertook to uſe their Endeavours to recover 
the gool. bequeathed to Truſtees (by Mrs. Merryweather's Will,) 
for the Benefit of the Miniſter of the Diſſenting Congregation 
where the late Mr. Wetherley was Paſtor, the ſaid Legacy being 
claimed by one of the Truſtees ; againſt whom a Suit in Chancery 
hath been commenced, for the Eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Truſt. * 


„„ 
——— 


* Vide 1756. 
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Tus CommMiTTEE adviſed and aſſiſted a School- Maſter at Sudbury, 
who was cited into the Spiritual Court for keeping School without 
a Licence. 


17545 


Tue Couuir reit again obtained a Clauſe to be leſt out in the 
Indemnifying Act, which, if it had ſtood, might have proved very 
prejudicial to the Diſſenters. 


Uroma Letter from Mr. Philips, of Kingſley in Cheſhire, deſiring 
Advice whether he might chriſten Children of the Church People 
in an unlicenſed Place; the CommITTEE gave their Advice to him 
according to his Deſire. 


Tus Couutrres this Year undertook the Defence of ſeveral 
Gentlemen in refuſing to ſerve the Office of Sheriff for the City of 
London and County of Middleſex, in Caſe they were nominated and 
elected thereto, they being diſqualified by Law to ſerve the ſame, as 
Diſſenters.“ 


Tur CommiTTEr this Year gave their Advice, and aſſiſted a 
Diſſenting Congregation, at Malm/bury in Wilts, about the Re- 
covery of an Annuity of 15 J. per Arnum, given to the ſaid Con- 
gregation. 


1755» 


Tux CoMMITFEE this Year gave their Advice and Inſtructions 
to the Diſſenting Miniſters in Virginia, how to apply for licenſing 
of Houſes for Religious Worſhip there. 


A ComPLaixT being made this Year, by a Diſſenting Miniſter, 
from Glamorganſbire in Souib-M ales, about a Meeting-Houſe there, 
which 


* Vide 1767, the Note. 
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which hid been ſhut up by one of the Truſtees thereof: The Cow + 
MIrTE: took the Affair into Conſideration ; and ordered ſeveral 
Letters to be ſent to the Parties concerned in thoſe Oppreſſions, 
which had ſo good an Effect, as to get the Meeting-Houſe ſoon 
opened; and the Miniſter and Congregation reſtored to the peace- 


able Poſſeſſion thereof. 


Tat CommirTee commenced a Suit in Chancery on the Behalf of 
ſome Diſſenters, at Arn/by in Leiceſterſhire, againſt one Hacke!t, for 
the Recovery of an Eſtate left to them; and proceeded therein as 
far as Council adviſed, 


Mx. Sales, a Diſſenting Miniſter at ZYoolwich, having this Year 
been ſhut out of the Mecting-Houſe there, applied to the Cou- 
MITTEE for their Aſſiſtance, which Matter they took into Conſide- 
ration; and after ſeveral Applications to and Meetings with the 
Truſtees and others concerned, got Mr. Stokes reſtored to the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the ſaid Meeting Houle. 


Tur ComwiTTEE applied to the Common Council of the City 


of London, for Liberty to in/pef the City Books, in order to enable 


them to defend the Proſecutions brought by the City againſt Diſſen- 
ters for refuſing to ſerve the Office of Sheriff, which being refuſed, 
forced them into a Chancery Suit, by which they obtained Liberty 


to inſpect, though at a great Expence. 


1756, 


Tae CommiITTEE this Year revived the Correſpondence of the 
DeevTATI1ON with the Country. 


Tus CoMMiITTEE aſſiſted the Congregation, late Mr. Wetherley's, 
and eſtabliſhed the Truſt of 500 J. given to the ſaid Congregation, 
by a Decree in the Court of Chancery. 


ComPr.a1w 1s being made again this Year about licenſing Meeting- 


Houſes in Virginia; the COMMITTEE waited on proper Perſons in 
: Power, 


_ = - _ 
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Power. And gave their Advice to the Diſſenting Miniſters there 
how to procced in that Matter, which had the deſired Effect. 


Tuis Year the CommiTTEe aſſiſted ſome Diſſenters of the Bo- 
rough of Carmariben in Wales, who were under Proſecution upon a 
Quo Warrants. 


1757. 


Tuis Year a Diſſenting Miniſter. at Malden in Eſer, being 
threatened with a Proſecution for teaching School: the Com- 
MITTEE gave Directions how to behave in that Matter. 


Tus CommiTTEE this Year interceded (on Behalf of the Diſ- 
ſenters in Conneficuti) with the Governors there, on Account of 
the People of the eſtabliſhed Religion obliging the ſaid Diſſenters to 
pay towards the Support of the Miniſters of that Eſtabliſhment. 


AyPLicaTion being made this Year to the CommrTTEz from 
a Province in New England, about appointing a new Secretary there, 
(che late Secretary being dead). The CommiTTEE waited on pro- 
per Perſons heie, and uſed their Endeavour to get a Perſon to ſuc- 
ceed in the ſaid Office, agreeable to the Diſſenting Intereſt in thoſe 
Parts; in which they ſucceeded. | 


Taz CommiTTEE this Year waited on ſeveral Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, to requeſt that the Exerciſe of the Militia 
might not be on the Lord's Day ; and ſucceeded. 


Tn1s Year Judgment was given in the Sheriff's Court againſt 


Evans and againſt Sheafe, for their Fines, with Coſts, for refuſing 


to ſerve the Office of Sheriff for London and Middle/ex, from which 
they appealed to the Court of Huftings ; but before Writs of Error 
could be allowed there, it was neceſſary a Bond ſhould be entered 
into in each of the Cauſes, with two Sureties, for Payment of the 
Fines and Coſts, under a double Penalty. The CommITTEE, 

| there- 


[20 ] 
therefore prevailed with Mr. Mauduit, and Mr. Criſp, two of their 
Body, to become the ſaid Sureties. 


1758, 


To prevent unneceſſary Expence in the Cauſes, the (Chamberlain 
of the City of London againſt Evans, and the ſame againſt Sheafe, ) 
Application was made to the Common Council of the City of Lon- 
don, to conſent that only one Cauſe rnizht be proceeded in in Error, 
the Defendant in the other Cauſe conſenting that the Cauſe that 
ſtood till ſhould abide the Event of that Cauſe that was proceeded 
in; but they refuſed to conſent thereto, and inſiſted that both 


| Cauſes ſhould proceed. 


Tur Couutrres conſidered of a Method for carrying on a 
Correſpondence in the Country. 


1759» 


Ocvertpd Notices of the Regiſtering the Births of Children at 
Dr. Wiliams's Library, be ſent to every Miniſter or Congregation in 
and about London, for making the ſame more known, 


JuromenT having been given for the City of London againſt 
Evans and Sheafe, in the Sheriff's Court, for their refuſing to ſerve 
the Office of Sheriff of the City of London, ar.d the Recorder of 
the City having affirmed the ſaid Judgment in the Court of 
Huſtings. The CommiTTEe petitioned for a Writ of Error in 
each of the ſaid Cauſes, to a Court of Delegates, conſiſting of five 
Judges, to be named for that Purpoſe, to examine the Errors, if 
any, in the ſaid Cauſes, at the Guildhall of the City of London; 


which ſaid Writs of Error were obtained accordingly. 


Mr. 


1 
1760, 


Mr. Delman, a Diſſenting Miniſter, complained to the Cou- 
MITTEE of an Inſult that he had received from ſeveral Perſons at 
Clapham, while he was preaching there in a Meeting- Houſe legally 
licenſed ; and for demoliſhing part of the ſaid Mecting-Houſe ar 
another time. The CoMmMITTEE thereupon appeared on the Behalf 
of Mr. Dolman. And the Rioters, or ſome, or one of them, re- 
paired the Damage done to the ſaid Meeting Houſe, and paid Mr. 
Dolman his Charges, and ſomething for the Trouble he had been put 
to on that Account. 


Tux CoMmiTTEE proſecuted the Writs of Error in Evans and 
Sheafe's Cauſes, before the Court of Delegates. 


1761, 


Tur Caſe of the Diſſenters at Plymouth, who had differed among, 
themſelves about their Place of Worſhip and their Miniſter, being 
laid before the CommiTTEE, they recommended them to Peace, 
and to leave all Matters in' Difference to Arbitration, and not go 
to Law. 


Tre CommITTEE proſecuted the Writs of Error in the Cauſes 
of Evans and Sheafe, before the Court of Delegates. 


1762, 


Tux ComMITTEE undertook the Defence of Mr. Jobn Hughes, 
Diſſenting Miniſter at Haverferd Weſt, who was proſecuted for teach- 
ing School; and he, following their Advice, the Proſecution was 
dropt, and they received his Letter of Thanks. 


On the 5th of July in this Year, four of the Judges named in 
the ſaid Writs of Error in the Cauſes of Evans and Sheafe, viz. Lord 


Chicf 
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Chief Baron Parker; Mr. Juſtice Feſter, Mr. Juſtice Bathurſt, and 
Mr. Juſtice Milmot, the other Judge named in the ſaid Writs of 
Error, viz. Lord Chief Juſtice Wiles, being dead), came to the 
Guildhall of the City of London, and delivered their Opinion /eriatim 


in the Cauſes of Evans and obeafe, and unanimoully agreed upon the 


real Merits of the Caſe, That the Defendants, Evans and Sheafe, 
were not eligible to the Office of Sheriff of the City of London, by 
the Corporation and Toleration Acts; and therefore they reverſed 
the Judgment given in the Sheriff's Court, and the Affirmance 
thereof in the Court of Huſtings. Whereupon the Cicy of London 
brought Wrics of Error on this Judgment, returnable in the Houſe 


of Lords “. 


Tur Diſſenters at Beſton in New- England having deſired the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the CommiTTEE in an Affair of Importance to the In- 
tereſt of Religion and Learning in that Part of the World : the 
CommIrTTEE agreed to give them the Aſſiſtance deſired, and ap- 


pointed a Sub-Committee for that Purpoſe. 
1763, 


Mx. Evan Williams was cited into the Spiritual Court for bapti- 
zing a Child; and the Mother alſo for not being Churched : The 
CoMmmiITTEE undertook the Defence of both, and ſucceeded. 


Tur Juſtices for Augleſea refuſing to licenſe 2 Meeting Houſe 
there: Application was made to the COMMITTEE, who took ſeveral 
Methods to bring them to comply, but they continue to refuſe. The 
ComMITTEE are now taking Meaſures to compel them to it F. 


1764, 


Some Diſſenters applied to the CommiTTEE, who had been for- 
merly 


— 


Oy 
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„vide 1767, the Note. + Vide 1765. 
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merly cited into the Spiritual Court, (for not bringing their Children 
to be chriſtened by their Pariſh Miniſter, and their Wives to be 
churched ; and their Miniſter to ſhew his Qualification for baptiſing) 
and were again all cited to appear at the. Viſitation at Oſweſtry. The 
CommiTTEE interpoſed, and put a Stop to any further Proceedings. 


A ComMPLAINT was alſo made by ſome Diſſenters at Melford, of 
a Charge made upon them, by the Miniſter, for churching their 
Wives. The CommiTTEE adviſed them how to act, which had the 
deſired Succeſs. 


A CorPLalinT was made to them of a Diſtreſs on a Meeting- 
Houle in Retherhithe, for the Scavengers-Rate. The Comm1TTEE 
ordered their Secretary to recover the tame, which he did. 


Two Baptiſt Miniſters in Lincolnſhire, being refuſed Certificates 
by the Juſtices: The ComumITTEE adviſed them how to act. 


A School-maſter in Glouceſterſhire being proſecuted in the Spiritual 
Court, for keeping a Diſſenting School. He applied to the Cou- 
M1ITTEE for help; they adviſed him what to do, which ſtopped the 
Proſecution. 


Tur Miniſter at Llauvigan refuſed to bury a Child, becauſe it 
was baptized by a Diſſenting Miniſter. The Father complained to 


the COMMITTEE ; and they obliged the Miniſter to make him 
Satisfaction. 


1765, 


The COMMITTEE obtained, for a Congregation at Tredweſton in 
Breconſhire, the Payment of an Annuity, which had been with-held 
and alſo that the ſame ſhould be regularly paid for the future. 


Tae Juſtices for the County of Angleſea, ſtill continuing their 
Refuſal to licenſe the Meeting-Houſe which the CommTTEE * 
or 


24 } 


for ſome Time been uſing Methods to oblige them to; having ob- 
tained a Mandamus, and not being able to get it ſerved by an 
| rey rp that Country, were obliged to ſend down a ſpecial Mel. 


ſenger that Purpoſe; in Conſequence of which the Juſtices 
complied; and it had fo good an Effect, that upon an after Ap- 
— to the ſaid Juſtices, to regiſter another Place for Religious 
orſhip, they did it immediately: So that the Diſſenters — 
will probably meet with no further Oppoſition on that Account. 


1766, 


APPLICATION was made to the ComMITTEE, from the Diſſenters 
in ſeveral Paris of Derbyſhire, to aſſiſt them in getting five different 
Places regiſtred, all of which had been refulld by the Juſtices, 
The CommiTTEE applied to the Court of King's Bench, to grant 
a Mandamus for one of them, which being obtained, was ſent 
down; and had ſo good an Effect, that they not only regiſtred 
that Place, but on Demand, regiſtred all the reſt. The Juſtices 
alſo granted a Certificate to a Baptiſt Miniſter, which they had be- 


fore abſolutely refuſed. 


A Meeting-Houſe in Londen was aſſeſſed to the Watch, the Sca- 
venger, and the Poor; upon Application to the CouuirrEE, they 


procured Redreſs. 


Tnis Year the CommiTTEE printed 1000 Caſes on the Sheriffs 
Cauſe, to be given to the Peers, 


1767, 


Sour Congregations applied to the Couuir rst to determine 
diſputed Elections, in the Choice of Miniſters, each Side alleging 
that the Majority of fair Electors was with them; and each requeſt- 


ing that the CouM1T TEE would give their Opinion in their F 8 
e 
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The CommrrTTEE found them differ widely in deſcribing thoſe who 
ought to Vote; and alſo that they had no ſtated Rule to aſcertain 
either who had, or who had not, a Right to Vote: and moreover, 
that a Determination of the CommiTTze would not be final. They 
therefore declined meddling with ſuch Matters, but came to the 
following Reſolutions : 


Taar Differences of this Nature, weaken the Diſſenting In- 
rereſt, and tend to bring Diſſenters into Contempt. Providence 
has in ſeveral Inſtances favoured the Attempts of the DeeuTaT1iON 
and CommiTTEE, to defend the legal civil Rights of the Diſſenters 
againſt Oppreſſion. This is their proper Buſineſs, and not to 
ſettle Diſpu es and Controverſies in particular Churches, which 
ſhould always be adjuſted, with a Spirit of Meekneis and Hu- 
mili-y, by the Congregations themſelves, or their Friends, and 
Neighbours. 


THAT as it is the undoubted Right of every Congregation of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters in England, to chuſe their own Miniſters ; 
they 1.ave alſo the ſole Right to fix the Qualification of an Elector. 
And therefore it is the Opinion and Reſolution of this CommiTTEE, 
that it be recommended to all Congregations, that before they come 
to the Choice of a Miniſter, it ſhould be plainly ſettled by them, 
what Kind of Perſons ſhould have Votes: And in order to preſerve 
che Spirit of Peace and Love, which is ſo much the Stability and 
Glory of religious Societies: The CommirTEE would further re- 
commend to every Congregation which hath its ſettled Miniſter, to 
conſider the Prudence and Propriety of agreeing amongſt themſelves . 
(before any future Vacancy may happen) who ſhall have a Right to 


vote at any future Election; and that the Congregations be informed 
of this Opinion. 


Tais Year the Commi1TTEE printed rooo more of their Caſes . 
for the Peers, and for others in the Adminiſtration of Government, 
who deſired to have them; which they ſent to all their Houſes. 


Anp- : 
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Axp now the long deſired Time came, when the Writ of Error 
brought by the City of London, in the Sheriff's Cauſe was finally 
heard at the Barr of the Houſe of Lords; and after the moſt ſo- 
lemn Hearing, which laſted ſeveral Days, Judgment was given 
unanimouſly by their Lordſhips, in Favour of the Diſſenters. And 
their Judgment, together with the Tranſcript of the Record, were 
remitted by them to the City Court, and it is FILED therein. 


This Affair, though cloſely followed by the CouuirrEE, has laſt- 
ed above Fourteen Years. and has coſt them with the Aſſiſtance of 


others, about Four Thouſand Pounds“. 
| Tre 


* Thar Poſterity may have a right Notion of this Cauſe, it is thought 
proper to give the following Account thereof. 


Tat City of Londen, after ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts againſt Mr. Gr eſvenor, 
and other Diſſenters, having found to their Coſt, that the By-Laws then in 
force, could not reach the Diſſenters; the Corporation made a new one, 
Anno 1747, which ſeemed Calculated to compel the Diſſenters to fine ; for 
great Numbers of them were forthwith nominated to the Office of Sheriff, 
and paid their Fines, amounting to 150007. and upwards. At length, viz. 
in the Year 1754, Meflrs. Streatfield, Sheafe and Evans, were elected Sheriffs; 
but applying to the Committee, were by them encouraged to refuſe ſerving 
the Office ; upon which three ſeparate Actions were commenced againſt them 
for 600 /. each. That againſt Mr. Streatfield was attempted in vain, as he 
could not be found within the Juriſdiction of the City Court. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, Mr. Streatfield generouſly ordered an Appearance to a Bill 
of Middleſex ; if the City was diſpoſed to try the Merits of the Cauſe in the 
Courts above : which was not accepted. But thoſe againſt Mr. e and Mr. 
Evans were brought in the Sheriff's Court, London, the 7th of February, 
1755. And after conſiderable _— and much Expence (occaſioned by the 
Diſſenters being obliged to apply to the Court of Chancery, to inſpect the City 
Books relating to the Office,) the Cauſes were argued in the Sheriff's 
Court, and Judgment given againſt the Diſſenters in September 1757. 
Thereupon the Defendants, Sheafe and Evans, by the neceſſary Courſe of 
Law, were obliged to bring Writs of Error, returnable in the Court of 
Huſtings, of which the Recorder ef Landen (in Virtue of his Office) is the 
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Tur Diſſenters at Carmarthen, applied to the CommiTTze for: 
a Houſe left to their Meeting, which is detained from them, by the 
Heir at Law. They took Council's Opinion, and have ordered a 
Bill in Chancery to be filed to recover it. 


A DisSSENTER at Tregony in Cornwall, applied to the CommrTTER 
for their Aid againſt a Juſtice who had diſtrained his Goods on the 


Conventicle Act. As the Juſtice upon Application refuſed to 


make Satisfaction to the Party injured, the CommiTTEt having 
taken the Opinion of Council, ordered an Action to be brought 
againſt him, which was afterwards tried at the Aſſizes for that 


County; Whereupon it was ordered by the Court that the Juſtice 


ſhould pay to the Plaintiff Thirty Pounds towards his Colt, and 
alſo 


et 


The Expences on the Defendants Side had already amounted to up- 


wards of 1200/. which would have been conſiderably leſs, had not ſeveral 


Propoſals made by the CommIiTTEE to ſhorten the Cauſes, been refuſed, 
Tur applied to a Court of Common Council, that one of the Cauſes only 
ſhould be proceeded in (the Merits of each being exactly the ſame) and that 
the Cauſe which ſtood ſtill, ſhould abide the Prone of that ; but this was 
likewiſe refuſed. 


Tur Court of Huſtings affirming the Judgment given in the Sheriffs 
Court. The Defendants Mr. Sheafe and Mr. Evans, ſued out a Certtorari, 
returnable before a Court of Delegates, viz. Lord Chief Juſtice Milles, 
Lord Chief Baron Parker, Mr. Fultice Foſter, Mr. Juſtice Bathurſt, 
and Mr. Juſtice //i/met, now Lord Chief Juſtice of his Majeſty's Court of 
Common Pleas. The Court having heard Council ſeveral Days ; and Lord 
Chief Juſtice Milles dying before Judgment was given, the remaining Dele- 
gates delivered their Opinions ſeriatim on the 5th of July 1762, and were 
unanimous in reverſing the Judgment given in the Sheriff's Court, and Court 
of Huſtings. Whereupon the City brought a Writ of Error, returnable be- 
fore the Houſe of Lords. Their Lordſhips, after hearing the Opinion of the 
reſt of the Judges (except Mr. Juſtice Yves, who was ill,) were pleaſed, on 
the 4th of February 1767, to Order and Adjudge, that the Judgment given 
by the Commiſſioners Delegates, reverſing the Judgment given in the Sheriffs 

ourt, and Court of Huſtings be Affirmed. 
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allo the Amount of the Goods which were ſold and that the 
Goods which remained unſold ſhould be returned him. 


Tre Diſſenters at Werenford in Northumberland, applied to the Com- 
MITTEE for Relief againſt the Truſtees of Belford Turnpike Road, 
who by putting up a Bar, obliged them to pay Toll as they went 
to Publick Worſhip, which ſeemed to be excepted in the Act. The 
CommiTTEet finding upon Enquiry, that this was not an Impoſition 
upon Diſſenters, as ſuch, came to a Reſolution, That it is not con- 
ſiſtent with the Inſtitution of this DeruTaTion to intermeddle 


| therewith, 


1768, 


By a Letter from the Congregational Paſtors of the Province of 
the Maſſachu/ets Bay, they repreſent their Apprehenſions, that 
unuſual Efforts are making to introduce Dioceſan Biſhops into 
America. Several of the CommiTTEt, therefore, have waited 
upon proper Perſons in Power, and received undoubted Aſſurance 
that there is no ſuch Deſign on Foot at preſent ; and accordingly 
have wrote to the ſaid Paſtors to acquaint them therewith, and to 
quiet their Minds under ſuch diſagreeable Apprehenſions. 


N. B. All Letters and Repreſentations, relative to the Civil 
Affairs of the Diſſenters, are deſired to be directed to 
Jasetxs Mavpvit, Eſq; at Hackwey, near Lowbon : 


O R, 


To Mr. Tnouas CorTon, Attorney at Law, in ChurcH- 
STREET, Hackney, near Loxpow. 
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